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Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center announces closure of HIV case management services for Asians and Pacific Islanders in Alameda and San Mateo Counties

San Francisco, CA -- Due to ongoing budget strictures caused by the continued decline in both public and private funding sources, Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center has been forced to reduce staff and close HIV case management services in San Mateo and Alameda counties. These changes will take effect by January 31, 2010. San Francisco clients will still be able to access services at the main office's on-site clinic.

The agency's mission--to meet the needs of disenfranchised Asians & Pacific Islanders (A&PIs) living with and at risk for HIV--is vital, and the need has never been greater, particularly as the number of A&PIs living with HIV increases across all three counties (San Francisco, Alameda, and San Mateo). Unfortunately, decreased funding at national, state and local levels has overtaxed A&PI Wellness Center's budget necessitating drastic cuts to ensure the ongoing sustainability of the organization. Over the past three years, public and private funds to support the agency's tri-county model of HIV case management services has reduced by over $350,000 annually, representing over 40% of the budget for this program.  

Though these cuts are deep, A&PI Wellness Center remains steadfast in its commitment to providing high-quality linguistically and culturally competent direct-services to the A&PI community. The agency will continue to advocate for the health of Asian and Pacific Islander communities at local, state and national levels, and will continue to provide care and assistance at its central San Francisco facility. Lance Toma, Executive Director of A&PI Wellness Center says, "These reductions in services of A&PI Wellness Center are both painful and necessary. At this point in time, we are no longer able to commit resources to sustain our level of services and had to make difficult decisions in order to safeguard the longevity of A&PI Wellness Center and client services across the organization. My heart goes out to our clients in Alameda and San Mateo Counties and we will continue to advocate and fight for more resources and services on their behalf."

For the past ten years, A&PI Wellness Center has committed to filling the critical void of HIV case management in Alameda and San Mateo Counties for over 50 limited-English A&PIs living with HIV. Services in both locations have remained open without any government financial support from either county while the intensity of community need remains high. After January, HIV-positive A&PI clients in Alameda and San Mateo Counties will be without a bridge between their health needs and access to culturally and linguistically appropriate care. However, A&PI Wellness Center Board Chair Mike Rabanal affirms that "while HIV case management services outside San Francisco have been eliminated, a wealth of services delivered by our San Francisco-based staff will continue, and we encourage our clients outside of San Francisco to access these resources, to the extent they can. These difficult events have made clear the need to invest in the expansion of our policy advocacy program and implementation of our free health clinic, the specific goals of which are to fight for the continued funding of critical client service programs and to implement a more sustainable model of health delivery for our clients, less reliant on government-based funding." 

Until the commitment of state and local governments and private foundations matches the needs of the community, organizations like A&PI Wellness Center will be forced to make difficult decisions to ensure the future operation of its critical services. A&PI Wellness Center is implementing key initiatives to safeguard its vision of a healthy future. A&PI Wellness Center will move forward with its public policy and free health clinic initiatives; both strategies will secure diverse and new funding sources while prioritizing and strengthening the sustainability of direct-service operations for people living with HIV.
About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center started in 1987 as a grassroots response to the HIV/AIDS crisis in Asian & Pacific Islander communities. We endeavor to meet the health care needs of the most disenfranchised A&PIs. Our mission--to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian and Pacific Islander (A&PI) communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS--remains unchanged. Our culturally and linguistically competent approach serves as a model for other organizations seeking to provide holistic medical care to communities of color.
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