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Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center launches mobile HIV testing clinic; collaborates with Instituto Familiar de la Raza to reach out to transgender youth
SAN FRANCISCO, CA -- Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center is ramping up its new Mobile HIV Testing Program, with a focus on young Latina and African American women. Starting in February, the A&PI Wellness Center testing unit will provide free, anonymous and confidential testing at sites throughout the City of San Francisco, increasing access to HIV testing and linkages to treatment services for this underserved group. Location and schedule updates will be available at www.apiwellness.org. 

To kick off the mobile testing clinic, A&PI Wellness Center is collaborating with Instituto Familiar de la Raza to provide monthly HIV testing in San Francisco's Mission District. The mobile testing unit will help bolster outreach and education services of A&PI Wellness Center’s established transgender programs, TRANS:THRIVE and Transgender Ladies Initiating Sisterhood (T-LISH).
“It’s often difficult for youth, particularly transgender youth, to get tested for HIV,” says Vinya Sysamouth, Associate Director of Health Education at A&PI Wellness Center. “In some cases they may not know that such services are available at little to no cost. We’re making it easier by bringing the services to them. We’re also interested in collaborating with other local agencies serving transgender youth to provide this much needed service to the community.” To increase access to testing and care, A&PI Wellness Center staff will be conducting outreach at popular venues to inform and engage young transgender women about these new services. 

The need to increase HIV awareness and testing is more important now than ever since 1 in 4 people living with HIV are unaware they are HIV-positive. Increasing knowledge in the transgender community, where a number of external factors contribute to a heightened HIV risk, is critical. Poverty, homelessness, racism, and employment discrimination often force transgender women to turn to commercial sex work. A 2008 study estimated that 27% of transgender women are living with HIV nationwide. In San Francisco, estimates indicate that nearly half of transgender women are HIV-positive. It’s vital that HIV prevention education and testing services are available to this highly marginalized and underserved community. 

A&PI Wellness Center’s mobile HIV testing clinic will enable the agency to expand testing services beyond the reach of the traditional bricks-and-mortar clinic, making it possible to serve young transgender women at locations that do not provide HIV testing. The mobile testing services are anchored by a monthly free testing clinic available at Instituto Familiar de la Raza at 2919 Mission Street in San Francisco. This clinic will occur the last Thursday of every month, starting January 28, 2010.

A&PI Wellness Center currently provides testing at 730 Polk Street, 4th Floor, San Francisco, by appointment on Wednesdays from 4-7pm, Fridays from 2-6pm, and the first Saturday of the month from 11am-3pm. Testing is free, confidential and anonymous. Appointments can be scheduled by calling (415) 292-3400. 

About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
About Instituto Familiar de la Raza, Inc.
The mission of Instituto Familiar de la Raza, Inc. (IFR) is to promote and enhance the health and well-being of Chicanos/Latinos and multicultural/multiracial youth. That mission is realized through a continuum of mental health, HIV-related and social services including health promotion and prevention, early intervention, case management, clinical mentoring, family support, comprehensive behavioral health services, and cultural/spiritual activities and practices.
IFR was founded in 1978 as the first Chicano/Latino focused mental health center in San Francisco. Over the past 28 years, the agency has evolved into a multi-service community health and social service agency with over 60 bilingual/multicultural and multidisciplinary staff. The agency serves approximately 4,000 clients and their families each year through its multiple programs. IFR serves children, youth, adults and families/caretakers, and has an extensive history of working collaboratively with other agencies to meet the needs of our clients and the Mission District community.
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