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Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center congratulates new members appointed to the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS
SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center congratulates the 24 newly appointed members of the Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA). We also commend President Barack Obama for appointing a diverse group of individuals—advocates for emerging populations at increasing risk for HIV—including Asians & Pacific Islanders (A&PIs). We recognize the three A&PI appointees who have worked domestically and internationally in the fight against HIV/AIDS:
· Naina Khanna, Director of Policy and Community Organizing at Women Organized to Respond to Life-Threatening Disease (WORLD)

· Praveen Basaviah, Brown University, William J. Clinton Fellow for Service in India, and American Indian Foundation

· Dr. Jim Kim, President, Dartmouth College
According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the estimated annual percentage change in HIV/AIDS cases among A&PIs was 8.1% for men and 14% for women, the largest increase for any racial or ethnic group. More troubling is that these percentage increases do not include data for California and New York, two states with substantial A&PI populations. 
About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
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