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ASIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER WELLNESS CENTER TO SHARE HIV PREVENTION AND TREATMENT EXPERTISE WITH CHINESE DELEGATION

San Francisco, CA. On Tuesday, April 7th, 2009, Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center will host a delegation from the People's Republic of China—including Chinese Ministry of Health Dr. Hao and Dr. Sun, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention Dr. Wu and Dr. Mi, as well as Leland Li and Jinkou Zhao from the Gates China program—intent on discovering new HIV prevention and treatment methods to address the rising incidence of HIV infection in China. 

In an unparalleled and proactive effort, the Chinese government intends to use the information gathered during the San Francisco visit to respond to the disease in their country, where national HIV prevalence among men who have sex with men (MSM) is already at 4.6%. Increasing concern for the highly vulnerable MSM population in China has led Chinese officials to embark on a fact finding mission to learn about state of the art HIV prevention interventions and programs specifically designed to reach MSM populations. China plans to implement new HIV prevention and treatment strategies in 61 Chinese cities, including at least one city where HIV prevalence among MSM is over 15%. 

The San Francisco Department of Public Health has asked A&PI Wellness Center, a leader in the fight against HIV/AIDS, to share their international, national, and local expertise, particularly as it relates to Asians & Pacific Islanders. Chinese Americans are an important part of the A&PI community, comprising 1.2% of the entire U.S. population and 20% of the San Francisco population. From their groundbreaking social marketing campaigns, “One Mind Opened” and “TalkAIDS”—both aimed at decreasing HIV-related stigma in Chinese communities—to their experience providing culturally and linguistically competent primary care and prevention/outreach services, A&PI Wellness Center is singularly positioned to provide detailed solutions and recommendations based on their innovative, holistic health model. This model connects HIV prevention, testing, and care services to social marketing campaigns, research and capacity building assistance in order to strengthen the individual and community response to the disease. 

The presentation will take place at 2pm on April 7th, 2009 at A&PI Wellness Center's main office (730 Polk Street, 4th Floor, San Francisco CA 94109). 

About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
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