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NATIONAL HIV TESTING DAY IS JUNE 27, AS SCHWARZENEGGER’S PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS LOOM

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Saturday, June 27 is National HIV Testing Day. Coordinated by the National Association of People with AIDS and started in 1995, this year’s National HIV Testing Day coincides with San Francisco’s Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender Pride Celebration weekend. 

More importantly, National HIV Testing Day falls during a crucial time for all California HIV testing providers. Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s proposed $80 million in cuts to the State Office of AIDS includes over $8 million in California General Fund cuts to HIV counseling and testing programs and over $8 million in cuts to epidemiologic studies and surveillance with local health jurisdictions, including San Francisco. Additionally, the new budget hampers providers’ ability to purchase HIV testing kits, train counselors, and also dramatically reduces the resources available to those that test positive, including drug and treatment assistance, with a proposed $12.3 million cut to the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP). It’s estimated that over 150,000 people in California are living with HIV and there are between 5,000 – 7,000 new HIV infections annually; 20% of HIV positive Californians do not know their status. Ending counseling and testing would cripple efforts to reach these people and help them access care. 

By cutting these areas, the Governor will also be contributing to delayed HIV testing in the A&PI community by reducing the number of sites that provide culturally and linguistically competent HIV testing. 1 in 5 people living with HIV don’t know their HIV status; two-thirds of Asians and over half of Pacific Islanders have never been tested for HIV. “Many A&PIs delay testing until it’s too late,” said Ming Ming Kwan, Associate Director of Health Education at Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center (A&PI Wellness Center). “By the time they come in for testing, many end up being diagnosed with not just HIV, but AIDS. By reducing funding to HIV testing sites such as ours, many more A&PIs will go without testing, since it won’t be available in their language or in a place they feel safe.”

A&PI Wellness Center tests 700 people on average annually, with a positivity rate of 1.5%. Of the 700 people the center tests, 64% are A&PIs, 75% are men, 14% are women, and 11% are transgender. “With these cuts, our capacity to provide free, anonymous HIV testing will be severely constrained,” says Kwan. “So far, we are unable to plan for these cuts, since we aren’t entirely sure how they will affect the fund for San Francisco’s Department of Public Health.” As of now, the Governor and the California State Office of AIDS has yet to announce how and where funds will be slashed. Currently, these proposed cuts are still making their way through the legislature.

A&PI Wellness Center will be conducting free anonymous HIV rapid testing on Friday, June 26, 2009 as part its commemoration of National HIV Testing Day. The testing clinic is open to not just Asians & Pacific Islanders, but to all people seeking to find out their HIV status. We will be offering refreshments and incentives to test, including SF Pride 2009 T-shirts, carabineer key chains, and hand sanitizers in eco-friendly reusable bags.  

Additionally, as part of the SF Pride Celebration, A&PI Wellness Center will be providing free HIV testing, as well as Hepatitis B and C testing, at the A&PI Pavilion on Polk Street between Golden Gate Avenue and Turk Street. All clients who test will receive a specialized gift bag.
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About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.

###
