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Impact of HIV on A&PI Community Highlighted in World AIDS Day Video Broadcast
SAN FRANCISCO, CA -- In honor of World AIDS Day, annually observed on December 1st, a short film produced by Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center describing the impact of HIV on the Asian and Pacific Islander (A&PI) community will air on Outlook Video, a nationally recognized gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender monthly cable newsmagazine. The segment, airing through the month of December, seeks to educate viewers in California and Arizona with new insights on how HIV affects A&PIs, a population not often heard about in this context, by highlighting the stories of three A&PIs living with HIV. 

World AIDS Day serves as a reminder to both A&PIs and the general public that HIV/AIDS exists within our community, despite popular misconceptions. Through increased awareness, we can dispel myths, lessen stigma and shame that surrounds HIV in the A&PI community, and increase knowledge that A&PIs are vulnerable to HIV. Awareness and education will help A&PIs stay safe.

Though public interest in the HIV has waned in the third decade of the epidemic, the disease continues to spread nationally and internationally. Despite the advances made in medical knowledge, people (mostly youth) are still dying due to a lack of education or access to adequate testing and treatment. Globally, HIV affects 33.4 million people worldwide and in Asia alone, 4.7 million people are living with HIV (about 14% of the worldwide epidemic). In reality, these estimates are low--in China, fewer than one in three people living with HIV have been diagnosed.

This trend continues in the US, where over two-thirds of Asians and half of Pacific Islanders have never been tested for HIV. 1 out of 3 A&PIs who have HIV don't know it. The belief that A&PIs are a low-risk group--a misconception held by both medical providers and the community--leads to low testing numbers, primarily because both health professionals and A&PI individuals believe their risk factors do not warrant testing. Yet, the number of new infections in the A&PI community is growing, domestically and abroad. 

In the US, the number of new HIV infections among young A&PI men who have sex with men more than doubled between 2001 and 2006--the highest proportional increase for any ethnic group. At the end of 2001, the HIV infection rate for heterosexual A&PI women was 42%, also the highest for any ethnic group.

The HIV landscape in the US is linked to the broader, global community; disease knows no borders. Of the A&PIs living with HIV in the US, it is estimated that 60% are foreign-born. One-quarter of all A&PIs in the US are foreign-born, with China having the largest immigrant population in the US after Mexico. For many of these individuals living in linguistic isolation, navigating the health care system is a very real impossibility. They also encounter significant barriers to learning about HIV prevention methods, since most awareness and education materials are offered only in English or Spanish. With such a diverse and rapidly growing population, service providers must provide more culturally and linguistically competent HIV/AIDS services to A&PIs.

The Outlook Video segment air on various cable providers throughout California and Arizona during the month of December. In San Francisco, it will air on December 6 on cable channel 29 at 5:00 PM. In Mountain View, it will air on Comcast Cable channel 15 at 8:30 PM on December 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31. In San Jose, air dates are December 6, 13, 20, and 27 on Comcast Cable channel 15 at 8:30 PM. A complete listing of local channels and air dates is available on Outlook Video's web site at http://www.outlookvideo.org/schedule.htm.
About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
About Outlook Video

Outlook Video is a nationally recognized gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender (GLBT) monthly community access newsmagazine on cable television. The award-winning program cablecasted in the San Francisco Bay Area, Sacramento, Tucson, and on YouTube brings accurate, diverse, and inclusive media images of our community that breaks stereotypes perpetuated by sensationalistic mainstream media. Regular segments of the program include GLBT film; studio interviews highlighting performing, literary, and visual artists; health topics, and field segments from around the world.
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