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Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center to Present at National HIV/AIDS Strategy Community Discussion

Local nonprofit asks White House to include the needs of A&PIs in a National HIV/AIDS Strategy

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center, working with other local HIV/AIDS organizations, is planning a community discussion hosted by the White House Office of National AIDS Policy (ONAP). The meeting is the second of twelve discussions happening nationwide and will be held in San Francisco on Friday, October 16th. The purpose of the meeting is to solicit feedback from community members to guide the development of a National HIV/AIDS Strategy, with a focus on the three goals outlined by President Obama during his campaign: 1) reducing new HIV infections, 2) increasing access to HIV treatment and care, and 3) reducing HIV-related health disparities.

Though the HIV epidemic was recognized in 1981, the U.S. has never developed a coordinated, national plan to fight the epidemic in our own country. The San Francisco community meeting provides an opportunity to shape the National HIV/AIDS Strategy (NHAS)—a coordinated, strategic, and effective plan with the potential to determine what strategies will be prioritized, how resources will be allocated, and how our HIV/AIDS response will coincide with the larger health care reform plans currently in development. Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center is committed to ensuring the needs of the A&PI community are addressed in the NHAS.

HIV incidence is on the rise in the A&PI community. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the number of new HIV infections among young A&PI gay men more than doubled between 2001 and 2006. Alarmingly, it’s also difficult to assess the true reach of the epidemic in the A&PI community because of disproportionately low testing rates. Despite the fact that A&PIs represent nearly 30% of San Francisco’s population, only 10.5% of all HIV tests performed in the city between 2004 and 2007 were given to A&PIs (compared to Whites at 47%, African Americans at19%, and Hispanics at 15%).

As budgets are slashed around the country, programs focusing on A&PIs, who already receive reduced funding amounts due to their proportion of HIV incidence, are likely to experience an increase of both HIV infection and service reduction. San Francisco Department of Public Health estimates that the number percentage of A&PIs in San Francisco who have unmet needs for medical care increased from 19% in 2006 to 24% in 2007.

To improve the health of the A&PI community, we must give input to the National HIV/AIDS Strategy. The White House is listening to our voices. Jeff Crowley, head of ONAP will be on hand to listen to the community’s input, and he will take this information to the President. 

“I am proud to have a President that is asking us how to stop the spread of HIV,” said Lance Toma, Executive Director of A&PI Wellness Center. “The diverse communities of the San Francisco Bay Area have two opportunities in San Francisco and Oakland to show up and speak out. We must voice our input and recommendations. This is a new time and we must take advantage of it.”

These National HIV/AIDS Strategy community meetings provide an opportunity for A&PIs to demonstrate our uniqueness and needs, and the difficulty of tailoring and adapting HIV interventions that are both culturally and linguistically appropriate for our diverse communities. They also provide an opportunity to increase the visibility of our community in the fight against HIV, and include our voices in the crafting of a National HIV/AIDS Strategy. 

National HIV/AIDS Strategy Community Meeting

Friday, October 16, 2009 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Mission Bay Conference Center at UCSF – Robertson Auditorium

1675 Owens Street

San Francisco, CA 94143-3008

Accessible via MUNI Light Rail, T-Third Line. Connect via BART at Embarcadero Station.

About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
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