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UNIQUE COLLABORATION SERVES UNDERSERVED SAN FRANCISCO COMMUNITY
SAN FRANCISCO, CA – TRANS:THRIVE, a program of Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center and a drop-in center for the transgender community, has come together with other local organizations in a unique collaboration to serve an important and underserved San Francisco community. tm4m is a new program that will provide information, education and support, work to foster acceptance and build community for (female-to-male) transgender men who have sex with men. tm4m will debut educational outreach materials at their booth at Folsom Street Fair on Sunday September 27th.
Transgender men who have sex with men are often an invisible and marginalized group within transgender and gay male communities. It is due to this that HIV prevalence and risk for this group is still largely unknown, but “risk factors include barriers to sexual negotiation such as unequal power dynamics, low self-esteem, and need for gender identity affirmation,” including “inconsistent condom use during receptive vaginal and anal sex with nontrans male partners” (Sevelius 2009). Because many transgender men “search for affirmation and belonging both within and outside existing categories of sex, gender and sexual orientation” (Bockting et al 2009), HIV prevention initiatives for this group must be innovative and tailored to their specific needs. 

tm4m grew out of community concern for this lack of resources. Luke Woodward, TRANS:THRIVE Program Supervisor, explains that “as transgender men, we’re not always accepted in gay male spaces. And, gay, bisexual and queer transgender men don’t always feel like they fit in to transgender spaces. The result is that some of us feel isolated or disconnected. It has also been difficult for transguys to get accurate and tailored information about sexual health and HIV risk. tm4m addresses these gaps by working to build community and create resources for information sharing and education.”
tm4m is a collaborative effort co-sponsored by Eros, Trannywood Pictures and TRANS:THRIVE that employs effective tools to educate the community in a safe and casual manner. These tools include monthly educational workshops, discussion groups and informational outreach materials, such as guides to transgender and non-transgender male bodies. 
About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
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