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Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center convenes expert panel in recognition of World AIDS Day

SAN FRANCISCO, CA – In recognition of World AIDS Day, annually observed on December 1st, Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center is hosting a community event to raise awareness about HIV and its impact on the Asian and Pacific Islander community. In response to the continuous rise in new HIV infections, the event will include a panel discussion on emerging at-risk populations, including immigrants and refugees, women, and young men who have sex with men (MSM).

The panel discussion, entitled "Right to Access: Emerging Challenges for Emerging Populations", will focus on the cultural and institutional barriers these groups encounter when discussing sexual health in their communities or navigating the health care system, particularly if widely-held beliefs and assumptions assure them they are at low risk for HIV infection. The panel will feature personal testimony from people living with HIV/AIDS as well as opinions and recommendations from experts in the medical field, including Dr. Tri Do, of the University of California San Francisco’s Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, and Anna Rivera, Vice President of Bay Area Young Positives.
In the third decade of the HIV epidemic, AIDS has claimed more than 25 million lives. Despite waning public interest in the disease, the rate of new HIV infections continues to rise each year. According to UNAIDS estimates, there are now 33.2 million people living with HIV worldwide, of which 2.5 million are children. During 2007 some 2.5 million people became newly infected with the virus. In 2007 alone, an estimated 2 million people, including about 270,000 children, died of AIDS.

In the US, new HIV infections continue to occur, particularly among perceived "low risk" communities like Asians and Pacific Islanders. In fact, the number of new HIV infections for young A&PI MSM more than doubled from 2001 to 2006, the highest percentage increase for any ethnic group. Shame and silence surrounding sexual health lead to low HIV testing rates among A&PIs—it is estimated that a third of A&PIs living with HIV are unaware of their status. In San Francisco, where A&PIs comprise over a third of the population, the A&PI HIV incidence rate is over 6 times the national average.

Vinya Sysamouth, Associate Director of Health Education at A&PI Wellness Center urges all community members to attend, saying "it's important to remember that HIV has not gone away and challenges such as discrimination, stigmatization, and accessing treatment still persist. A&PI Wellness Center and other agencies work to address these issues year-round, and we hope that World AIDS Day can serve as a reminder that there are still tough battles to be fought ahead." 

The event will be held on Tuesday, December 1 from 12-2pm at A&PI Wellness Center's Polk Street office. Lunch and gift bags will be provided, in addition to free, confidential and anonymous Rapid HIV and Hep B testing (results in 20 minutes). The event is free and open to the public. 

About Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center

A&PI Wellness Center’s mission is to educate, support, empower and advocate for Asian & Pacific Islander communities, particularly A&PIs living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. With three sites in the San Francisco Bay Area and a staff fluent in 20 languages, A&PI Wellness Center delivers programs regionally, statewide, and nationally, and collaborates with community-based organizations throughout the Asia Pacific Region. For press materials or more information please visit www.apiwellness.org.
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